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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1951

Introduced by Assembly Member Ammiano

February 17, 2010

An act to-add-Seetion23106te amend Sections 21070 and 42001.19
of the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1951, as amended, Ammiano. Vehicles:+isdemeaner-cotiston:

pedestrian-and-bieyehst: traffic offenses: punishment.
3 I isting-aw: I hiele ittt

(1) Existing law provides that a driver who violates specified offenses
of the rules of the road that are punishable as an infraction, and as a
result of that violation proximately causes bodily injury or great bodily
injury to another person is guilty of the public offense of unsafe
operation of a motor vehicle with bodily injury or great bodily injury.
Existing law provides that a person who is convicted under these
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provisions is punishable for a violation involving bodily injury by a
fine of $70 and for a violation involving great bodily injury by a fine
of $95.

This bill would make such an offense punishable as either an
infraction or a misdemeanor and for a violation involving bodily injury
or great bodily injury, by imprisonment in a county jail for not less than
5 days and not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not less than $145
and not more than $1,000, or by both a fine and imprisonment.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 21070 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
2 read:
3 21070. Notwithstanding any other-previsien-of law, a driver
4 who violates any provision of this division; that is punishable as
5 an infraction, and as a result of that violation proximately causes
6 bodily injury or great bodily injury, as defined in Section 12022.7
7 of the Penal Code, to another person is guilty of the public offense
8 of unsafe operation of a motor vehicle with bodily injury or great
9 bodily injury. That violation is punishable as either an infraction
10 or a misdemeanor pursuant to Section 42001.19.
11 SEC. 2. Section 42001.19 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
12 read:
13 42001.19. Notwithstanding any other-previsien-ef law, a person
14 convicted of a violation of Section 210704spunishablerasfollows:
15 shall be punlshed for a violation involving bodily injury or great
16 bodily injury by imprisonment in a county jail for not less than
17 five days and not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not less than
18 one hundred forty-five dollars ($145) and not more than one
19 thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment.

20  {a)Fora-violationinvelving-bediy-injuryby-afine-of seventy
21 deHars{$76):
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SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XI11B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
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